TERRACE§

Ezra 4:1-24 “In the World You Will Have Trouble”

Icebreaker

What’s something impressive you see now (a skill, a person, a movement) that you
forget once started small or fragile?

(Introduces the acorn-to-oak theme and God'’s power at work through weakness.)

Read: Ezra 4:1-24

Key Theme

The weak will overcome the strong by faith, and God will get the glory.

Discussion Questions

1. Faithfulness is Not Automatic (vv. 1-3)

Why do we tend to assume that perseverance in faith is inevitable or easy?

How does the acorn-to-oak or caterpillar-to-butterfly imagery reshape how you view
endurance in trials?

2. Subtle Compromise vs. Faithful Obedience (vv. 1-3)

Why was the offer of help from the people of the land actually dangerous?

Where are you tempted to accept “help” or partnership that could pull you away from
faithfulness to God?

3. Choosing Obedience Over Approval (vv. 3-5)

Why was refusing this offer costly and risky for the returnees?

When have you faced pressure to compromise in order to keep peace, influence or
opportunity?

4. When Faithfulness Leads to More Opposition (vv. 4-7)

How do these verses challenge the idea that obedience always brings immediate blessing?
How do you usually respond when doing the right thing seems to make life harder?

5. The World’s Spin on God’s People (vv. 8-16)

How do the accusations in Rehum’s letter reflect a worldview opposed to God?
Where do you see faithfulness to God being labeled as “rebellious,” “harmful,” or
“dangerous” today?

6. God’s Work Delayed, Not Defeated (vv. 17-24)

Why does God sometimes allow His work to be stopped for a season?

How does knowing the end of the story (the temple and walls completed) encourage you in
seasons of delay?

7. Weakness, Waiting, and Christ’s Victory (John 16:33)

How does Jesus’ promise help us live faithfully in a world that opposes God?

Where do you need to trust that God is working even when you feel weak, stalled, or
oppressed?

Takeaway

Faithful endurance in a hostile world looks like:

¢ Refusing subtle compromise ¢ Seeing endurance itself as God’s miracle
¢ Obeying God rather than seeking ¢ Trusting God’s timing, not appearances
influence or control * Taking heart in Christ’s victory over the

* Expecting opposition, not approval world



Prayer

Thank God for preserving His people through opposition. Ask Him for discernment to
recoghize compromise, courage to remain faithful when obedience is costly, and hope

rooted in Jesus—who has overcome the world—even when faithfulness feels slow, small, or
unseen.



